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Praying for the Millennium Development Goals 
 
Goal 1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
 
Pray . . .  

· For justice for Africa, the world’s poorest continent, where one in three people are malnourished. 
About half of its nearly 700 million people live on less than US$1 a day; most (80 percent) live on 
less than US$2 a day. 

· For the leaders of the world’s richest countries, that the aid they have promised developing 
countries will be delivered and that the crippling debts still owed by these same countries will be 
forgiven. 

· For aid and development agencies, that the delivery of food aid and development assistance will feed the 
hungry and lift them from extreme poverty. 
 

Goal 2 Achieve universal primary education  
 
Pray . . .  

· That parents in developing countries will not be forced to choose between sending their children to work 
to enable the family to survive, and sending them to school.  

· That, across the globe, girls’ education will be valued equally with boys’ education. 

· That poorer countries will not have to choose between servicing debts to rich countries and educating 
their children. 
 

Goal 3 Promote gender equality and empower women  
 
Pray . . .  

· That girls will have be able to choose the time of their own marriage and that it will not necessitate 
sacrificing their schooling. 

· For women across the world to be listened to as equals in their community and valued for their 
contribution to society. 

· For more female teachers to be trained in countries where there are cultural constraints against women’s 
education. 
 

Goal 4 Reduce child mortality  
 
Pray . . .  

· For the provision of simple rehydration solutions to treat diarrhoea, which accounts for one in six of the 
10.6 million child deaths worldwide each year. 

· For the success of World Food Program’s activities to prevent under-nutrition, which is an underlying 
cause in more than half of all the above deaths before age 5. 

· For the provision of mosquito nets in Africa, where 94 percent of all child deaths attributed to malaria 
occur. 
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Goal 5 Improve maternal health  
 
Pray . . .  

· For the training of more traditional birthing attendants where there is a shortage of trained midwives. 

· For the decrease of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), which can contribute to prolonged or obstructed 
labour. 

· Especially for women in sub-Saharan Africa, who face a one-in-13 chance of dying during pregnancy and 
childbirth, while for women in the industrialised world the risk is only one-in-4,085. 
 

Goal 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases  
 
Pray . . .  

· For the empowerment of women in developing countries, who often have no choice over the timing or 
manner of sex. 

· For Western governments and pharmaceutical companies to show compassion in allowing inexpensive 
anti-retroviral drugs to be made available in poorer countries. 

· For the rescue of trafficked women and children, who are often forced into sexual slavery and thus 
exposed to the HIV virus. 
 

Goal 7 Ensure environmental sustainability  
 
Pray . . .  

· For development agencies achieving further success in implementing sustainable agriculture and industry 
policies. 

· That poorer countries will not be forced into privatising water supplies which are provided for profit rather 
than as a public service. 

· For governments and international organisations to make rural infrastructure a priority, so that millions 
more are not forced into city slums simply to feed themselves. 
 

Goal 8 Develop a global partnership for development  
 
Pray . . .  

· For those involved in reforming international trade systems, that poorer producers will have fair access 
and a reasonable price for their goods in richer countries. 

· For rich governments and global banks to forgive even more of the unsustainable and crippling debts of 
poorer countries. 

· For countries which have promised to lift their Overseas Development Assistance to 0.7 per cent of Gross 
National Income but have either failed to reach or even move toward this figure. 

· For our Government to act with compassion and justice towards the poor in the United Kingdom and 
overseas. 

· For those all around the world who are working with the poor, that they may know God’s power as they 
bring change and hope in culturally appropriate ways. 


